Sister Mary Dwyer, SC 


It was not an easy decision for Sr. my to leave the school and families at St. 


me 's, Pensacola, Florida in 1969 after f that 


seriously, that they had asked everyone they could and would she consider becoming 
principal of St. Columba School in Newark, and how upon leaving, tears in her eyes, she 


city in the state. Newark had erupted in riots only two years earlier. Then substandard 


Tt was never ie for Sr. Mary to be just principal of St. Columba School. 


in order to serve the families of the school and parish. Without her initiative and, more 


importa 


Mary’s gifts. 


g 
care program for children between 3pm and 6pm. All of this was done before it was 


'fashionable' 
After School Program. The children of St. Columba often are at the kitchen door of the 
1 R ` 


school 
night. This happens year round. 


Again, 


peop 
possible for them. 


In many places is i i i This is not 


the case at St. Columba. Sr. Mary it was impor families from the 


most in need began to come. They were often the "unchurched", but they were God’s poor 


but years after. 


the Academies or East Side High, there if they had to be in court and she was equally 


p Unfortunately, we experience the 
1g-AIDS, drugs, the vi but Sr. Mary has 
ili he li i T i il because the 


experience was so positive for them. 


To keep tuition low, Sr. 


EPE : 4 x 
Columba and for many years has supported the Title XX Program. The Campaign for 


Sr. 


She would 


Thanksgiving week, 
’s Westwood with food 


and clothing. Their kids met our kii h othe St. Joseph’s Shrine in 


Stirling held an auction of holic high 
schools. So many times the interaction led to eange | cal enriched the lives of our 
A 


parish 


but Sr. 
do Bingo, and then go to 
he appears on 
Because Sr. 


located, i i i she brought 


due to "urban renewal" i 


in 1977 a 


by arson fires 


If it were not fires 


‘Old Timers" at St. Columba. She knew 


away and involve them in the mission of the parish. Again, she became a bridge for 


i t they 
ili "Old Timers" ive, sponsoring a yearly 
activity. At times it i 
i ike "St. Columba 
the new mission. She, too, recognized their It could be helping a 
ife for her husband, whatever it we 
isit "Louie", a neighbor on South 
Louie wa 
i lived i i i After Sister 
y poli that their cri ile vi 
laced, i 
there at the jail. 
i i ighbor, as friend, as principal. Where 
i ir "ministry r. Mary is on 
Only last month, is i 
“turn her in." Sr. Mary convinced him 
‘kidnapping is li ji i 
the drug 
i i Vincent 
Even in death, Sister 
Mary, i family wh y their twenty-two year 


the placement of a monument. 


While much of what has been shared tells of Sr. Mary’s commitment to the 


Charity. 


nity. Whether it was the numerous doctor eet or the gentle way she 
facilitated their retirement and new roles in the comm 


caring manner as with any other person. Sr. Mary continues to be active in the Villa 
Committee and as a Villa Visitor to the senior Sisters of Charity at St. Anne’s Villa at 
Convent Station. 
In an equally loving manner, Sister Mary has served while at St. Columba as 
i x RAW E pole 


the 
il and th 
The flo igi i i in of 
nergy and renewal. 
Fatima, Sı 
Mary would fter bi 
st summer, Louise de Marilla 


Texas. In 1991, Sr. 


'Connections' 


and be renewed. 


t has been a factor in Sr. Mary’s manner with the families has been her 


from St. 


the mountains. Recently Sr. Mary has "ret 
i In the last fe 


turned" to St. Andrew’s Westwood to offer 


Around Thanksgiving, she and Fr. Hector Ettore, pastor 
f St. Columba. if i i A special 


Jersey 


lost on us that St. 


Trenton. The irony is not 
Coh litis i uld be 


her patron saint. She was honored in the early 1980's by the Friends of Brian Boru as 
Irishwoman of the Year. 


Finally, Sr. 
urges us" and "bloom where you are planted." 


het f Christ 


